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About the Avalanche Center

The CSAC Avalanche Center isthe oldest, largest and most established internet resource for avalanche safety and
science information. In the seven years we have been online we have experienced tremendous growth. We con-
tinueto servethe winter recreation community, the avalanche professional community, educators and the general
public around the world.

The project began in 1994, before most people had heard of the internet. The world-wide-web was poorly estab-
lished and during thefirst season we made afew select advisoriesand limited educational information available
using the University of Utah gopher server. In 1995 we incorporated as a public-benefit nonprofit in Oregon, and
we moved onto the web with resources provided by Computer Science Outreach Services of Oregon State Uni-
versity (now PEAK, Inc.). Even during that first season on the web our audience was primarily educational users
(.edu sites). Today we serve the genera public, with accesses from well over 100 countriesin any given month.
Thelargest numbers of userstoday are from .com and .net domains.

Our history predates the current dot-com hype. We were online before any of the big sites of today, and we are
likely to outlive many of them. Larger high-profile sites have already come and gone while we continue our
steady growth. We are not after quick or large (or any) profits but continue to work on providing apublic service.

What Sets the CSAC Apart

* The CSAC Avaanche Center isthe only international organization devoted entirely to snow avalanches.
We are currently established with non-profit designationsin both the US and Canada and continue to
strengthen our presencein Europe. We are also widely used in New Zealand.

* Wearenot aprofessional society. The CSAC has no identity crisis over who we are and whom we serve.
Our primary goal has always been to serve the general public and we continue to operate with thisas our
vision.

* Dueto our long history on theinternet we are very well established. We have thousands of linksto our
site, and we link to over 1000 external addresses. We are the only snow aval anche resource which repeat-
edly comes up in discussions on numerous USENET discussion groups.

* We continueto maintain thelargest and most comprehensive database of both accidents and of avalanche
courses. Others, including the AAAP, have reposted information from both of these databases. But the
CSAC Avalanche Center isthereason thisinformation exists electronically in one place.
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The Importance of Avalanche Information

Snow avalanches are the single greatest threat to mountai n recreationistsin winter. The growth in backcountry use
continuesto skyrocket, and as aresult so doesthe number of people at risk. While many are quick to promote
mountain recreation thereissignificantly lessinterest in promoting saf ety awareness and education.

The CSAC Avalanche Center believesthat more resources promoting mountain safety are essential in order to
enable peopleto makeinformed choicesin the backcountry and in the planning stages. We do not believe that the
solutionisto avoid popular backcountry activities. The CSAC isrun by asmall number of dedicated individuals
with backgroundsin mountain guiding, education, science and outdoor retailing. Whilewe support outdoor
recreation wefeel that theincreasing number of avalanchefatalitiesisadirect result of inadequate support for
safety resources.

Avalanchefatalitiestoday are most commonly related to recreation. Most partiesinvolved trigger the avalanche
themselves. Many accidents could have been prevented by basic awareness of the current conditions and of the
potential consequences. Thus our emphasiSison promoting awareness.

Why Corporate Sponsorship is so | mportant

We pre-date the dot-com hype of today and are a501c3 organization in the US (and aregistered charity with
Revenue Canada). We are not looking to turn aquick profit or to become amajor online “ network” channel.
However, we do incur significant expensesin the operation of such an important, established, and international
resource whichisso comprehensive.

In order to pay the expensesinvolved in our operation werely on numerous sources. Corporate sponsors are an
important part of making so much avalancheinformation publicly available. Industry needsto be behind this
resource to keep it going. Our users know this; they do pay attention to who sponsors the project and who
doesn’'t. Industry ispromoting winter recreation, it needsto promote safety aswell.

Whileindustry isan important part of making the CSAC Avalanche Center possible we are not relying on corpo-
rate sponsorsfor all of our funding. Your support will be supplemented by other sources of revenueto allow for
the greatest return to the public. We retail avalanche safety related items, hold alarge fundraising auction each fall,
and seek voluntary individual contributions. Essentially all of thework behind the project for the past six years has
been contributed as volunteer efforts since we cannot support apayroll.
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Benefits of Corporate Sponsorship

» Sponsorslogos/bannersare displayed, linked to their own sites, on our magjor section pages. These arethe
highest traffic pages serving as* gateways’ to specific typesof information.

* Sponsors are recognized on our Sponsors web page, with alink

» Each sponsor will be recognized in one or more of our updates, which we mail to our own opt-in list and
al so post to numerous discussion groups

»  Sponsors may usethe CSAC name and logo for promotional purposes

* TheCSAC maintainsaspecia mailing list for sponsorsto keep you informed of our progress, new
projects, etc

» All employeesor members of the sponsors organization may use those website and e-mail resourceswhich
arereserved for contributors

* Youwill bereaching atargeted audience consisting primarily of peoplewho participate and/or areinter-
ested in outdoor recreation.

We have several new projects planned pending adequate funding. New projectswill lead to additional exposure
for sponsors. However, since these new projects depend on adequate resources and are not yet finalized we cannot
make specific promises concerning them at thistime.

Sponsor graphics on the CSAC website appear at the top of pages, they don’t sprawl on at the bottom where they
go unnoticed. They are on the CSAC server, eliminating the concerns of privacy which have become prevalent
concerning ad-servers. Thisaso meansthey are not eliminated by ad blocking software. All graphics have alter-
nate text, for viewers using text browsers or who have turned their graphics off for faster surfing.
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Levels and Types of Sponsorship

Basic Corporate Sponsor ship

Your logoisdisplayed in arotation on all major section pages, linked to your website. The home pageisexcluded. You
arerecognized on our sponsors page with text linked to your website. You will berecognizedin at least one of our
updates.

Patron Cor por ate Sponsor ship

Your logoisdisplayedinarotation onal major section pages, including the home page. You are recognized on our
sponsorspagewith alogo or banner linked to your web site. You will berecognizedin at |east two of our updates.
Patron sponsorswill belisted above, and/or more prominently than, basic sponsors.

Page-Specific Sponsor ship

Itisstill possibleto sponsor aspecific web page, asinthe past. Your banner appearson that pageevery timeitis
served, not in arotation. (And it does not rotate on other non-sponsored pages.) Rates are set according to the page
traffic. Page sponsorsare exclusive by product line, only one page-specific sponsor per product linewill beallowed on

any givenpage.

Our pagerateswere set for the 1999-2000 season using aCPM rate of $10to $25. Despiteanincreasein sitetraffic
therateshave not changed sincethat time. Ratesfor the season start at $150 for our lowest traffic sectionsbut spana
widerange.

Morelnformtion

For further information on rates please contact us at the e-mail address, phone or address at the top of the page.




